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1) References AJ-AM. AR. AS have been cited in the International Search 
Report. Copies of these references are being submitted herewith only when not 
automatically provided by the International Searching Authority. 



2) References have been cited in the corresponding Search Report. 

A copy of these references is being submitted herewith. 



3) References AA, AB. AN-AO. AT-AX are discussed in the specification. 
A copy of these references is being submitted here with. 



4) References are additional prior art known to Applicant. A copy of 

these references is being submitted herewith. 

EPO 122 367 

In the column for the separation by distillation of feed product entering the distillation 
column at a feed point consisting of several fractions, into a pure top fraction and a pure 
bottom fraction and several, preferably one or two, medium-boiling fractions in the 
boiling range between the top fraction and bottom fraction and free or largely free of 
contamination by top and bottom fractions, partition devices acting in the longitudinal 
direction to prevent cross-mixing of liquid streams and/or vapour streams are arranged in 
a part region of the distillation column below and/or above the feed point and divide the 
distillation column into a feed section, where the feed product enters, and a take-off 
section, from which the medium-boiling fractions emerge, and the partition devices 
acting in the longitudinal direction are taken along such a number of separation stages 
that medium-boiling fractions free or largely free from contamination by top fractions 
and bottom fractions can be taken off in the take-off section. 

EPO 133 510 

A process for separating a mixture which is azeotropic or behaves almost azeotropically 
and is difficult to separate by distillation, into two pure or substantially pure fractions by 
distillation, by adding a further component, using a procedure which is similar to 
extractive distillation and is carried out in a distillation column, a section of which is 
divided into a feed part and a take-off part by a separating means which is effective in the 
longitudinal direction and prevents cross-mixing of liquid streams and/or vapor streams, 
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STATEMENT OF RELEVANCY 



EPO 133 SlOcont. 

wherein the azeotropic mixture is fed in part-streams to the feed part and to the take-off 
part, in each case at or near the top, and one of the two pure or substantially pure 
fractions is removed as overhead product from the distillation column, and the other 
fraction is removed as side product from the take-off part, the side product passing from 
the feed part into the take-off part only at the lower end of the separating means. 

EP 0 126 288 

A method of carrying out a chemical reaction and simultaneously separating a product 
mixture into several fractions by means of a distillation column which, in parts, is divided 
into a reaction section and a distillation section by separating means which are effective 
in the longitudinal direction and prevent cross-mixing of liquid and/or vapor streams, 
wherein two or more reactants and, where relevant, a catalyst are fed into the reaction 
section (3), and at the same time one or more medium-boiling fractions, which can 
-consist of reactants and/or reaction products and are free, or substantially free, from 
contamination by overhead and bottom fractions, are taken off in vapor or liquid form 
from the distillation section (4). 



